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Terms of R efer ence /Objectives

On February 24, 2010, a request was made to the Heritage Preservation Planning Unit
to view and make recommendations for the aesthetic development of the historical
site of Colbeck Castle. The site was viewed and the following are the obser vations and
recommendations made.
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Background

Colbeck Castle is a brick and a stone structure ruin , located two miles north of Old

Harbour, St. Catherine and is 500 ft above sea level. The castle was believed to have
been built by Colonel John Colbeck between 1670 and 1683 It is r ectangular in shape
consisting of four storied tower -like structures at each corner rising to a height of
about 40 feet. There is considerable mystery associated with the construction and use

of the site, as no one is sure if it was ever completed or lived in or the exact date it

was built.

It is thought that the building may have been intended to be a part of the defense  for
the island, as a rallying point for the St. Dorothy and Clarendon militia.  There are four
out buildings associated with the main castle . It is thought that these buildings were
used for domestic purposes.

Colbeck Castle became a National Monument in 1985 and was declared in 1990.
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Map 1: Plan of Colbeck Castle, St. Catherine
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Observation s

There are several observations that were noted while visiting the site. On the journey
to the site, there was only one sign marking the direction to the site and itwa s on the
wrong side of the road, which increased the difficult y in reaching to the site . There
are no signs indicating arrival to the property and there is also an absence of story
boards on the property itself .

The grounds of the site have been cleared, however, much of the grounds have tree
stumps and stones protruding from the surface (Plate 1 & 2). In addition, the size of
the stumps indicates that they were large trees that would have been ideal for shade
purposes.

Plate 1 & 2. Showing stumps and stones on surface

There is little or no grass growing on the property, instead there are several spots of
weeds growing throughout the prop erty. There are also, currently no trees or
flowering plants on the property to enhance its beauty (Plate 3).
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Plate 3. Showing weeds and cleared surface



To the right of the out -building by the entrance, there is a large sinkhole which has
been used to dump garbage and other unused items. The hole is currently lined wi th
zinc sheeting and is filled with dumped items (Plate 4).

s
AN

Plate 4. Showing sinkh
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ole with dumped items

There is also on the right side of the property, a large stone-like mound which is a
part of the historical record, which is actually historical mortar thought to be used in
the construction of the structure (Plate 5).

Plate 5. Showing historical mortar
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Within the wall structure of the castle, there are trees , smaller plants and weeds
growing within the walls and in th e interior of the castle itself (Plate 6).

Plate 6. Showing growing plants in the crevices of the castle wall

Also, found within the out buildings at the four corners of the property are hanging
roots and larger shrub-like plants. In addition, t here are no roofs for the other
buildings (Plate 7, 8 & 9).

Plate 7 & 8. Showing trees in wall
crevices on outbuildings
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